Dear Honorable ______________________________

I am writing to ask that you join me in opposing prison privatization that would privatize at least half of the state’s correctional facilities. 

This so-called solution to fixing Ohio’s looming state budget gap would wind up costing taxpayers much more in the decreased safety and security of our communities.

The citizens of Ohio depend on a prison system that is stable, well-run, and staffed with long-term employees who are well trained, dedicated and have a stake in Ohio’s communities--not out-of-state corporations that cut corners to turn a profit.

For-profit private prisons are notorious for cutting corners on staffing ratios, wages and employee training that contribute to prison volatility. At least one study has estimated employee turnover in Ohio’s private prisons at more than 55 percent, compared to that of public institutions, at 17 percent.

Nor has Ohio’s failed private prison experiment netted the 12 percent savings once promised. In apples to apples comparisons, the state’s prisons compete or are less expensive than their private prison counterparts in Ohio.

Efforts like these scapegoat the middle class and unfairly saddle us with solving the problems created by the financial crisis on Wall Street. 

We respectfully request that you reject this proposal to closing the state budget gap. 

Name: ____________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________
Return to OCSEA via fax at 614-865-4085

